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REMARKS 



Applicants respectfully reqiiesi reconsideration and allowance of (lie abovc-idcnliried 
patent applicatiott. Claims 1-29 remain pending, wherein claims 1, 12, 16, and 25 have been 
aiTiciidcd. 

The Onice nciion rejects all of the currem claims (including independent claims I, 12, 
16, and 25) under 35 U.S.C. § lO.^(a) as allegedly being impatenlablc over U.S. Patent' No! 
5,937,331 to Knlluri ct al. CKalhirr) in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,151.709 to Winkcl 
{-m-nkcn, an.i rurlhcr in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,802.299 to Logan et al. ("Aog./H-) and U S 
f>«.cn. No. 5,802.592 to Chess et al. ("CW).' For at least the following reasons. Applicatits 
rcspeclfulJy traverse these grounds of rejection. 

Applicants note for the record ibat this application claims priority to, among others. U.S. 
Patent No. 5.940.074 to Britt, Jr. ct al. ("i?«7r). which wa.^ filed on November 22, 1996.' Sea 
Specification, p. 2. II. 3-H; Filing Receipt; Brin. Support for the subject maiter claimed in this 
application may be found throughout Britt, particularly beginning at line 20 of column 7 and 
ccntimiing through line 1 1 of column 10. WiMc, however, was filed on February 13, 1998 vnXh 
no apparent claim to any foreign or domestic priority, which does not predate Applicants' 
Pi ioiily date of at least as early as November 22, 1996. Applicatits respectfully note that in 
response to Applicants' previous recorded claim of priority in "Amendment R" filed March 12. 
2004 (i.e., in the Onicc action dated Juno 4. 2004 and Paper No./Mail Date 15), the Examiner 
appears to concur with the analysis that Applicants do have claim to priority to at least the above 
cited lirilt. Accordingly, WinkJe cannot be considered prior arl." 

Applicanis also rcs,x:ctrully note that support for the amendments filed in Amendment 
"C" dated September 7, 2004 may be expressly or implicitly found in Britt, e.g., col. 8, 11. 3-4.^ 

Callensc .-uch status ns notcl /„ the second footnote of tlTe co^^^^^^^^^^^^^ '""^'"""'^ ^^"'"^ "^In to 
do..er,pr,o,t rcq,„rcn.c,,t.- Accordh,gIy. under Vas-Co.h. Inc. y. ^Lurkkar. 935 F.2:U5Ti Isl^^U.^S 
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Accordingly, such amendments should not be considered to have adjusted the abovc-idonliUcd 
priority claim. 

13ccaii.sc Winkle was not proper prior ait as cited by tlio previous Ofllco action. 
Applicants respectfuHy request withdrawal of the finality of the current Ofllce action. 
ApplicanLs also note that die claims have been amended to ihcir previous form prior to 
Amendment -p' dated October 14, 2005, which was said lo have ncccssiiated the new grounds 
of rejcccion. Accord ingly -because Applicants have put the claims into a form previously 
considcre<l by the Omcc>-aay future corrcsijojidencc that relics on newly cited art as allegedly 
rendering Applicants' current claims anticipated or otherwise unpatentable .should not bo .said to 
have been necessitated by Applicants' amendments. In otlier words. Applicants Tcspccirully 
submit that a new rejection (if any) relying on newly cited should not bo made fina! in the next 
communication. 

In view of the foregoing. Applicants respectfully submit that all rejections of record arc 
impmpcr and should be withdrawn. Accordingly, Applicants rxjspcctfully submit that the present 
application is in condition for allowance, and notice to this effect is earnestly solicited. 
NevciHicIcss. .should any question arise in connection with this application or should the 
Kxuminer believe that a telephone conference with tlic undersigned would be helpful in resolving 
any remaining issues pertaining to this application, the undersigns! respectfully requests that Z 
be contacted at + 1 .801 .533.9800. 



Dated this 13"' day of March, 2006. 



Respcctfullysubmittcd, 




I 'll.SI R.S\Wt llU').«l\S.I..5V\Mi:N»MEN-r F.noc 



RICK D. NYDEGGER 
Registration No. 28,651 
WESLEY C. ROSANDKK 
Registration No. 51,030 
Attorneys for Applicant 
Customer No. 047973 



m Ji JoK-m L l^;^.h. a ! r . y"^""" P«<--d dcicmiining if Applicnnt l,as sarisficd the wriucn description 
jTi« .h/ I "conveyfcdj wfth reasonable clarity lo tho^t skilled in the o,t that, as of the Jllinn 

J.ue sofijht. he or she wn« m possession of the Invention, and that the inven.ion. in the tl.a: context, is wha ever 



now claiincil." 
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